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The International Operational Panel on the actions of non-state actors concerning adaptation to 
climate change has just concluded.
Ongoing activities on local adaptation to climate change at different levels were presented by 
organisations working in the field, including: the OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development), the European Commission DG Climate, the New Covenant of Mayors Initiative, the 
Italian Ministry of Environment, Regione Abruzzo , the town of Hasselt in Belgium and the  ISO-
International Standard Organization.
The European Commission presented its new financial instrument (Natural Capital Financing Facility) 
dedicated to the economic and financial sustainability of the adaptation process as an opportunity for 
corporations and non-state actors to finance the private and local adaptation.
The OECD pointed out the availability of tools for monitoring and evaluating efficiency, effectiveness 
and sustainability (including economic and financial sustainability) of adaptation actions that can be 
made available to non-government entities involved in adaptation.
The municipal level has underlined the importance of developing “ad hoc” tools for building multi-level 
alliances in particular with the private sector as well as the need to develop a support body for local 
adaptation policies and improve the sharing of experiences among municipalities from different world 
regions.
The ISO has highlighted the difficulties that still exist in the interpretation of public-private partnerships
and proposed to follow a few examples of international Panels of experts to increase resilience (as it 
happens with the World Bank), and emphasized the potential of new standards and rules in the field 
of  adaptation on which ISO has been working since earlier this year.
The Italian Ministry of Environment, based on its international experience, highlighted the opportunity 
to apply international experiences and success stories - such as the guidelines developed for local 
adaptation in the Alpine region and the “river contracts”, also at the transboundary level.
The Abruzzo Region believes that multilevel governance is crucial for the implementation of climate 
change adaptation, which should aim to regulate the use of  voluntary agreements and public-private 
partnerships. A best practice already implemented and ready to use is the “river contract”, a voluntary 
agreement gathering stakeholders for territorial management and sustainable growth at the local 
level.
As a conclusion, the Working group intends to submit to COP21 its outcomes on the need to actively 
involve, starting from today, the intermediate bodies and the non-state actors in decision making 
processes by defining strategies on climate change, including adaptation, acknowledging the ongoing 
successful mitigation actions. Voluntary agreements and river contracts qualify as tangible tools for 
this purpose. 
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